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should be referred to by any one curious in the matter, an attempt was
made to revive the Garrat humours; but it was too late for success;
the joke was dead.

Dunstan was a stunted, quick-witted and quiek-tongued dealer in
old wigs__a well-known street and tavern figure in his day. He con-
tested Garrat in 1781 against "Sir" John Harper ("who made an oath
against work in his youth and was never known to break it"). Sir
John then won. Dunstan's speech is quoted in full by Hone from an
old broadside. "Gentlemen/' he said, "as 1 am not an orator or
personable man, be assured I am an honest member/' When Harper
died in 1785 Sir Jeffery was returned, as many as 50,000 people

SIR JEFFERY
From Hone's Every-Day Book.

attending the election. Dunstan used to recite his speeches in public-
houses, where collections were made for him; but this means of liveli-
hood was impaired by the loss of his teeth, which he sold one night for
ten shillings and a sufficiency of liquor to some merry London Hospital
students. He died in 1797 (when Lamb was twenty-two), and is now
in the Dictionary of National Biography.

Page 312, line 25. About 1790 or 1791. Lamb was then at the
South-Sea House.

Page 312, line 39. "Poor forked animal!9 King Lear's phrase,
Act III., Scene 4, line 113.

Page 312, line 42.    "Burst its cerements."

Hamlet.                            . . . But tell

Why thy canonized bones, hearsed in death,
Have burst their cerements.

" Hamlet," Act I., Scene 4, lines 46-48.